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Operation Gander Sauce 
Recently, a document was released by the media exposing Republican Party's plan to spoof the Democratic Party's website ("Republicans have already fumbled the ball and we aren't even in 2023 yet," Manny Garcia). The intention is to entice Texans to vote for the Republican Party who after the website reaches viewers, will appear as the sole option they have. Texans for Texas is planning to pull the same stunt, calling it "Gander Sauce", since there is no rule that governs this. This paper, therefore, discusses the ethical impact of proceeding with the operation.
To begin with, attacking the opponent with false information in the face of the public is very sensitive. The execution should be as least incriminating as possible. For instance, the number and type of people involved. This process would require at least 6 technical people for confirmation that it's effective.
Moreover, the websites to use are bought.  Besides, sources of information to include in the websites is crucial. The creativity and accuracy of the information are key, to count the risk worth execution. Whether these people are not going to set us up is key. This calls for the intervention of attorney services to make sure they do not talk. Again, more parties' involvement. 
	Funds to run the project are going to be a major requirement. Cash should be prioritized as the method of payment for the resources required obviously to leave no trail and efficiency. Pledges from donors cannot be counted on largely since they may take time to come along, and even then, checks take time to mature. This means that a reliable source of money should be established ASAP. 
Time, another major factor to put into consideration. It's unsure when the Republican party will put up their websites, the weight of their content, and the procedure of release. Whether to put our websites up first or wait for them to put theirs first, has a very large impact on the whole process. However, the possible outcomes are to be considered here. 
	If the Republicans put their websites up first, the public will view them as cruel and vote for Democrats. However, they may vote and somehow manage to convince the public the Democrats (we) did it for mercy. Here the public's move cannot be anticipated, calling for more planning, like staunch supporters on the ground to influence favors for the support of Democrats. If we put up our websites first, then we'd have to strategize on influencing the voters that we did not do it, and the Republicans did it to prove their innocence, they are seeking the masses' pity. Failure to this mass influencing, we'd face the challenge of a drop in our expected votes. 
 Going against the opponent team with the same tool they plan to attack us with could be dangerous for the Democratic party. This is because there are high chances, they anticipated the move, and hence plans are already in place. Going ahead therefore would mean that we need to plan the possible outcome, and how to go ahead with the anticipated scenarios. It'd imply that we will be joining a game of who's better than the other, the basic idea of a competition, and who gets tired first. 
Carrying out the Gander Sauce will have requirements and impacts on our side. To begin with is funds. Having initiated the plan, the Republicans have a plan of the events they anticipate, leaving us to wonder if we can keep up with their plan. We do not know what our responses will require according to their planned events, therefore our funds may run out, leaving us to lose. Yes, there is a possibility they will not continue the charades for a long time but it's not enough to count on. 
In agreement, money coming from donors will have to be accounted for in Texans for Texas. Funding is therefore a big challenge because this process requires a lot of money, which cannot go unnoticed in accounting for the donations. This calls for other urgent sources of this money which may not be available, or not enough, lowering the chances to initiate Gander Sauce. 
As we speak, we have the advantage to put the fake websites, as the chances of the public to believe it's them who did it first are promising. This favors us a great deal. In disagreement, it could be their plan to make us go ahead first, in their pursuit of a bigger agenda. There is a possibility the 'leaked' document was not leaked, leaving us exposed to a lot of political heat.
Putting our websites up first is also not advisable, as we could be starting a fire we cannot stop. Information being out there that the Republicans planned to attack the Democrats would simply be translated to we avenged before the attack. This would present the Democrats as very irrational, a quality least needed by Texans. 
Information to declare the Republican leaders unworthy of office should be convincing, relevant to the challenge at hand, and some extent, personal to declare the specific leaders undeserving of the office they are vying for. Therefore, we should plan for the same if the Republicans will respond to the websites we shall put out. The only safe way to be when anticipating this is wisely incorporating Democratic leaders' weaknesses in their speeches as they campaign. This will help them get personal with the voters, and they will feel accepted, respected, a sense of safety, and a part of something, the Democratic party in office. Those that cannot be incorporated in the speeches will be replied to by public address, showing acceptance in the office favorable ones and denial in those that can affect one's chances in the office they are vying for. 
To sum it up, the greatest risk of the Gander Sauce is legal affairs. The plans to be made, if any, need to be meticulous. Nothing should point back at Texans for Texas. The risk of all the plans to be incorporated is lawsuits, which are very expensive and may hinder full participation in the elections or even being banned. They also indicate the irresponsibility of the party, risking the trust of Texan voters. 
If we do not proceed with Gander Sauce, some benefits come with it. The public will view the party as objective, and the votes in the elections will be in our favor. Additionally, more firms would support us for this, because their business would incur massive losses with the continued heated arguments between aspiring political parties. Also, the Republican party will be left with no next move if the Democratic party's response is what they were counting on. It will also make the Republicans threatened as they will know we have different plans to strike and they cannot tell or predict, leaving them worried about our unknown moves.
Into the bargain, the Democratic party will save a lot of money intended for Gander Sauce to donate or invest further into the very competitive campaigns ahead. The events ahead are unpredictable and preparation of all kinds is a necessity as we move ahead. Besides, the money would largely help to complete the projects promised to Texans, in the previous campaigns. 
Non-involvement in the Gander Sauce, furthermore, would hold the Democratic party at an advantage over the Republican party. The Republican party proceeding with launching the websites may lead to breaking the law to certain extents, and the Democratic party would end up greatly favored by that. This would influence a great deal of the public to vote for the honest Democratic party.
It is my opinion that the execution of Gander Sauce is ignored. There are many more ways to win an election than smear other parties' names. Opposition by spoiling other's names is not a trend to normalize since eventually both parties will be affected, and democracy will eventually lose meaning. Leadership will be there forever and smear tactics are not what we want to be written in the history of this great state ("Disingenuous efforts to trick voters by purchasing sham websites and putting out misinformation have no place in our state", Calanni, 2019). Not implementing Gander Sauce is, ethically speaking, the best thing to do. 
This paper has explained the Gander Sauce and the reason for it, and the necessities for its execution. Also indicated, are the challenges that come with its execution and the impacts of the proceeding and those of not proceeding with it. 
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